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1 . Transmillal of Ihe translallun to the uppUcaiit 



□ 



The Iiilcniaiional Bureau iraiismils herewith a copy of the English iraiLslaiion of ihc iiucrnalional preliminary report on 
paleniabiliiy (Chapter I). 



[✓] The liueniaiioiial Bureau ininsniils herewith a copy of ihc English iranslalion of ihc.inlcnialional preliminary report on 
patentability (Chapter 11 ). 

2. TrsinsiuiUsil of tlic ctipy of the (raiislaCion lo the designated or elecled OtTices. 

The International Bureau noiifies the applicani that copies of that translation have l>een transmitted lo the following designated or elected 
Offices requiring such translation: 

KR 

The following designated or elected Offices, having waived ihe requirement for such a transmittal at this lime, will receive copies of that 
iranslalion from the Inlernalional Bureau only upon their rcquesi: 

AE AG AL AM AP AT, AU. AZ, BA, BB, BG, BR, BW, BY, BZ, OA. CH, ON, CO, CR, CU. CZ. DK, DM, DZ, EA, EC. 

EE* eg' ep es' fi gb, gd. ge, gh. gm, hr, hu, id. il, in,'is, jp. ke, kg. kp. kz, lc, lk, lr, ls, lt, lu, lv, ma, 

MD MG. MK. MN, MW. MX. MZ, NA, Nl, NO. NZ, OA, OM, PG, PH. PL. PT. RO, RU, SC. SD, SE, SG, SK, SL. SY. TJ, 
TM,' TN, TR. TT, TZ, UA. UG, US, UZ. VC, VN. YU, ZA. ZM. ZW . 

3. Reminder regarding tninslalion into (one oO Ihe oiricial langiiage(s) of the elected OrTicets). 

Ilie applicant is reminded that, where a translation of the iiileniaiional application must be furnished lo an elected Olfice, that translation 
nm.st contain a iranslalion of any annexes lo the international preliminary reixirt on patentability (Chapter II). 

II is the applicant's responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly lo each elected OITice concerned within the 
applicable time limit (Rule 74. 1 ). See Volume II of Ihe PCT Applicant's Guide for Further details. 
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Applicant 

RUD-KETTENFABRIK RIEGER & DIETZ GMBH U. CO. 



1. This repurt is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
under Article 35 and iransniitlcd to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This RliPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

3. TIvs report is also accoii^anied by ANN IIXBS. ctHnprising: * ' * 

a. 1^ (sent to the applicant and to the huermtional BureaulA XvAsX of sheet s. as follows: 

TTTi sheds of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and arc the basis for this report and/or 
1^ sheets containing rectttlcations authorized by this Authority (sec Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the Adtiiinistrativc 

Instructions). 

□ sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes beyond 
the disclosure in the international application as tiled, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the Supplemental 
Box. 

b. I I {sent to the ftUemationat Hiueau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carTicr(s)> 

, containing a sequence listing and/or tables 

related thereto, in computer readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see 
Section 802 of the Administrative Instructions). 

4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basisof the report 
l^ority 

Non-esiablishment of opinion with regard to m>veliy, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Rcasi>ncd statement under /\riicle 3.5( 2 )• with regard to novelty, inventive step or indu.4 rial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporling such jaatcment 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the iniernalional application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. 


11 
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VI 
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VII 
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INTERNATIONAL PKELEVILNARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



Internal ional application No. 

PCT/DE2004/000922 



Box No. I Bafjs of Ibe report 



I. With regard to the lant^a^e, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise 
indicated under this iteu). 

I I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language • 

' which is ihe language »»f a tninslalion furnished for the purposes of: 

□ 

international search (Rule 12.3 and 23. lib)) 

□ 

publication of Ihe inlcrnaiional applicaliun (Rule 12.4) 

□ 

iniernaiional preliminary examination (Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

■> With regard to the dements of the inlernational applicatton. this report is ba.^vd on {rqilaccmettt sheets which have heeii ftinushcd to the 
receiving Office in response to an invitation under Artide 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed " and are not annexed to 
this rq}orth 

I I the imemational application as originally tiled/furnished 
1X1 Ihe description: 

pages 2-4 ^^'g''^'')' filed/rurnishcd 

' 26.02.2005 with the 

pages* 1, la, lb received by this Aulhorily on letter of 25.02.2005 

pages* received by this Authority on 

the claims: 



nos. 



2-10 as uriginally filed/furnished 



nos.* as amended (together with any staleiiient ) umler Article 19 

~ ~ ' 26.02.2005 with the 

nos.* 1 received by this Authority on letter of 25.02.2005 



received by this Authority on 



IXI the drawings: 

sheets 1/2,2/2 as originally II led/furnished 

sheets* received by this Authority on 

sheets* received by this Aulhtwily on 

I I a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - sec Supplement a I. Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
The aniendnienis have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages • 

□ the claims, nos. 

□ 

thedrawing.s, shecis/figs 

□ I he scquc nee li si i ng {specify): ^ 

I I any lable(s) related to sequence listing {specify): ' 



□ This report has been cstabli.shed as if (st>nic oft the aniendnienis annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, since 
they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as nted. as indicated in the Supplemental Bo.\ (Rule 70.2(cn. 

I I the description, pages 

I I theclaitn.s, nos. 

I I the drawings. sheels/Ugs \ 

I I I he scque nee li si i ng ( specify): 

I 1 any lablc<s) related to sequence listing {specifyY. 

// item 4 applies, some or all of those shetts may he imirkcd "siipt:t.s,:JcJ. " 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILm' 


Inicrnalionai application No. 

PCT/DE2004/000922 


Box No. V Rfasontrd slalemtrnt under A rlick' 35( 2» with regard lo iM>velly. inventive Klep or induslnal applicability: 
diations and explanations supporting such slalenieni 


1. Staicnieni 






Novell y ^N^ 


Claims 1-10 


YES 




Claims 


NO 


Inventive dcp(ISl 


Claims 1 ~ 1 0 


YES 




Claims 


NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 1-10 


YES 




Claims 


NO 



2. Citations anI explanations (Kulc 70.7) 

1. Reference is made to the following documents: 



Dl: DE 298 11 332 U (THEILE J D GMBH), 

24 September 1998 (1998-09-24) 
D2: DE 83 20 392 U (THEILE J D GMBH), 

25 August 1983 (1983-08-25) 

Document Dl, which is considered to be the prior art 
closest to the subject matter of claim 1, discloses the 
following (the references in parentheses are to Dl) : 

Chain lock for link chains, with two lock parts (1) 
which can slide towards each other to a limited extent 
in the longitudinal direction to open and close the 
lock, and which each have two ends (3, 4) joined by a 
longitudinal member (2), one end of each part forming 
a stud (5) with a retainer element (6) extending over 
part of the periphery of. the stud, and the other end 
of each part being provided with a hollow (9) that 
receives the stud and has a retainer slot (7) for the 
retainer element (6) . 

The subject matter of claim 1. differs from the known 
chain lock in that the height of the stud (5) and the 
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Inttfrnaiional applicalion No. 
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Box No. V 



K«s..nrd s«aleni*i.l under Arlide 35(21 with rt-card t.. iH.vdIy. iiiventive strp or iiidaslrial applicabilily; 
dlalionsand fxpliuialions supporlini; such sttilemcnl 



hollow (9) is the same as the inner width of the lock, 
and also in that the stud has a plurality of retainer 
elements one above the other and the hollow has a" 
plurality of retainer slots one above the other. 

2.3 The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore novel 
(PCT Article 33 (3) ) . 



2.4 The problem addressed by the present invention can 
thus be seen as that of increasing the static and 
dynamic strength in the coupling region. 

2.5 The solution proposed in claim 1 of the application 
involves an inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)) for 
the following reasons: 

2.5.1 There is nothing in any of the documents cited in the 
search report that might prompt a person skilled in 
the art to design a chain lock of the type known from 
Dl with a stud and a hollow as defined in the 
characterising part of claim 1. In, particular, the 
feature whereby the stud has a plurality of retainer 
elements one above the other and the hollow has a 
plurality of retainer slots one above the other does 
not follow logically from the cited prior art (in D2 
the retainer elements and the pocket are not one 
above the other, and D2 does not suggest using such 
an arrangement). The chain lock according to claim 1 
therefore involves an inventive step. 

3. Claims 2 to 10 are dependent on claim 1 and therefore 

also meet the PCT requirements in respect of novelty 
and inventive step. 
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